
 

HOLY WEEK REFLECTIONS 2020 

Monday 6th April. Overflowing Love. 

On Palm Sunday I often cut a hazel branch and put it in water in the house, watching the 

miracle of Spring growth as the tight buds unfold and tiny folded leaves expand and spread 

their delicate fresh green surfaces to the light. I never cease to marvel at the way Spring 

follows Winter – an annual miracle of God’s bounty in Creation. Ever since childhood this 

has inspired me to thankfulness and praise. God is a generous Creator whose steadfast love 

is shown annually in the cycles of nature. Our story today is one of thankfulness and a joyful, 

generous response to God’s love. It is written in John’s gospel and follows Jesus’ miraculous 

raising of Lazarus from the dead. 

John 12 vv.1-11 

A very real human cameo of mixed emotions. Mary’s generous gift; a pint a pure nard… a 

most costly perfume (her investment for the future)…. lavishly poured out on Jesus. A 

judgemental Judas who can only see it, in hard terms, as a waste of cash….. and Jealous 

chief priests, anxious to see people drawn to this young Galilean teacher. How often do we 

judge others for the way they show love, or feel insecure because someone seems more 

popular or successful than we.  

For Jesus, there is just one centre of focus; the woman Mary and her love offering 

expressing her thankfulness to him for restoring her brother Lazarus to life. 

 

What brings Christians to love God? – sometimes it is thankfulness for God’s generosity to 

us, most often it is a response to his mercy and forgiveness – the God who sees as us we 

are, with all our imperfections – forgives and loves us.  

How do we show our love to him?.... in many different ways…. For people have many ways 

of expressing love – sometimes we give gifts -churches down the century have been filled 

with beautiful art, sculpture, music and singing – as people dedicate their creativity to him. 

Sometimes we give him our time – daily worship and prayer – words of praise and 

affirmation. Sometimes we show it in acts of service to others. As Mother Teresa said “Every 

person is Christ for me, and since there is only one Jesus, that person is the one person in 

the world at that moment. I see Christ in every person I touch, it is as simple as that.” 

What a poignant message for our COVID-19 world where ironically we cannot physically 

touch anyone else, but that does not stop us showing generous love; all around our country 

people are showing love in acts of service – from phone calls to Grandparents, shopping for 

neighbours, pictures and cards sent by children to elderly people. As Spring unfolds before 

us… we are seeing God’s generosity in Creation with fresh eyes…. And we are seeing each 

other with fresh eyes. So let us forget our jealousies and insecurities and simply focus on 

giving and receiving God’s love. 

 


