
 

HOLY WEEK REFLECTIONS 2020 

 

Wednesday 8th April: Friendship and Betrayal 

Today’s Reading from John’s Gospel is set at the Last Supper. The closest comparison I can 

make is with our Christmas Dinner or the American Thanksgiving meal – all ones’ family and 

friends gathered around a table for a very traditional feast – with certain rituals and 

refrains. Jesus and his friends were celebrating Passover, remembering how God led his 

people from slavery in Egypt, through the Red Sea to freedom and a new land. The meal was 

eaten reclining; a sign of freedom, NOT sat upright or stood like slaves. The meal is drawing 

to a close as this conversation occurs. 

Read John 13:21-30 

Here we see two contrasting aspects of human character; loyalty and betrayal. First there is 

the ‘beloved disciple’ who we take to be the writer, John, Jesus’ young cousin on his 

mother’s side – who leans on his shoulder – close enough to hear him whisper. This is the 

disciple who follows even to the foot of the cross where Jesus commits his mother into 

John’s care. By contrast, there is Judas – also one of the 12 – and the keeper of the 

‘common purse’ (the church treasurer perhaps) who is about to betray his master to the 

authorities. 

 If you look at Leonardo da Vinci’s famous painting of the Last Supper; it is very obvious 

which figure is Judas from his stance and expression – quite apart from the money bag. But 

it would not have been obvious to the twelve…. Perhaps they hadn’t seen the signs of 

dishonesty and disgruntlement which we as Readers saw when Judas reacted to Mary’s 

lavish anointing with perfume. Jesus saw, he knew…. But it didn’t stop him treating Judas 

with the same love and acceptance that he showed John and all the others. He had just 

washed each man’s feet – including Judas – and he now takes bread, dips it in the gravy and 

hands it to Judas; a traditional Jewish ritual to indicate special friendship. The way we chose 

someone with whom to pull the wishbone at a Thanksgiving Meal. 

The same openness which makes Jesus receptive to John’s love and trust, makes him 

vulnerable to Judas’ deception and betrayal…. And yet Jesus consciously chooses that 

vulnerability.  He IS troubled in Spirit – for he was also human…  “What you are about to do.. 

do quickly!”              and Judas went out and it was NIGHT. 

We are left to reflect on the nature of friendship; on how it feels to be let down, especially 

by someone close, someone we trusted – the knife in the back or just the absence where 

there was once presence. It is so easy to distance oneself, to put up the barriers to everyone 

– so we cannot be hurt or let down. 

As today’s COVID reality begins to sink in, we too have choices to make – to strengthen 

friendships in safe ways, or to retreat into emotional as well as physical isolation. I have 

heard so many encouraging stories; people who have had phone calls from friends they 

haven’t spoken to in years, others who have chatted more to folk in their villages across the 

2-3m distance than they have for years. Though we may be vulnerable and feel that ‘night is 

here – let us choose to trust. 


