
John 14:15-21, Acts 17:22-31 

 

‘If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father and 

he will give you another Counsellor….. 

Here we have it:  command and promise; challenge and reward. Let’s look first 

at the command. 

This passage is framed by obedience (v.21) “Whoever has my commands and 

obeys them, he is the one who loves me”       Love, says Jesus, is measured by 

obedience… 

I began to reflect – what makes us obey commands? (a) 

Is it the way we are asked? (b) 

Is it fear or the consequences if we don’t? (c) 

The likelihood of being caught? (d) 

Sometimes they are so detailed there is no clarity (a very current issue!) (e) 

Sometimes we obey to please others – this is why I did what my Father asked 

me. (f) 

Think about Jesus’ commands; they were mostly positive, they were very clear 

(unlike the minutia of the Pharisees laws of what you could and couldn’t do on 

the Sabbath), but they were very demanding: 

At the end of the previous Chapter, after he has washed their feet, he says to 

his disciples:  “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 

you, so you must love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34-35) 

As if this wasn’t clear enough, a Lawyer in Luke 10 tries to establish who was 

his neighbour? And Jesus answers in the form of a story about the good 

Samaritan – knowing that the hero in this story; the man who loved the 

wounded pilgrim was a Samaritan – the very enemy of Jews. 

‘But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 

(Matt.5:44) 



“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 

together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure 

you use, it will be measured to you.” (Luke 6:38) 

 “Forgive, and you will be forgiven.” (Luke 6:37) 

These commands (and they are imperatives in the Greek text) are simple and 

clear – they are not rules and regulations which have to be recalled, but 

directions for a Way of living – the Way of love. They couldn’t be clearer OR 

more demanding – and many of his disciples turned away – unable or unwilling 

to change their way of life.  

Reading the gospels it seems that those who were most able to respond and 

obey were those who Jesus touched intimately – who realised just who he was 

– the  Samaritan woman at the well, the little man Zaccheus, the blind man 

Bartimaus who received his sight and followed Jesus ‘in the Way’. For most of 

Jesus’ disciples this realisation only came after the resurrection, when – in the 

words of Thomas – they were able to say “My Lord and my God”. That is what 

Jesus means when he says in today’s reading, ‘On that day you will realise that 

I am in the Father and you are in me and I am in you.’  

St Paul, who we hear speaking in our first reading to the men of Athens, met 

the risen Jesus on the road to Damascus, he falls to the ground, blinded by 

light and says ‘Who are you, Lord?’ to which Jesus responds ‘I am Jesus, whom 

you are persecuting’. Paul is so transformed by this meeting that he preaches 

about this one man who God raised from death – even in the Aeropagus. 

According to the plays of Aeschylus (as famous in C1st Athens as Shakespeare 

is in England) the Aeropagus was the court founded by the God Apollo who 

famously said: ‘when a man dies and his blood is spilled on the ground, there is 

no resurrection!’  BUT Paul has met the risen Lord Jesus and it changed him 

from a strict Pharisee keeping the regulations of the Law to a follower of the 

Way of love. It was no longer about rules but relationship. 

For many today Jesus is just a character in history – a great moral teacher… 

and Christianity, like most religions is about keeping the rules…. But 2000 years 

later people are still meeting with the risen Jesus and finding him to be their 

Lord and their God. Religion then is not about keeping rules out of fear, but 

following commands out of loyalty and love. 



Those commands ARE tough; they are demanding, but if we have set our 

hearts to follow, Jesus promises us ‘a helper’; the Holy Spirit who will be with 

us and live in us. The word Jesus used has been translated in various ways: 

A Counsellor to advise us and help us recall Jesus’ teaching, 

A comforter to strengthen us through difficult times,  

An advocate to speak to the Father on our behalf – when we cannot find the 

words to use 

but perhaps the clearest description is the Greek word ‘Paraclete’ from ‘para’ 

= beside and ‘Caleow’ = to call. The Holy Spirit is called alongside us; our 

constant companion in life and in death. In the words of the song “You’ll never 

walk alone” That is the gift and the promise for every believer* who confesses 

with their lips ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believes in their heart that God raised him 

from the dead.  

We will know his presence alongside us; his risen life within us – that foretaste 

of the peace and joy we will know fully in eternity. That presence helps us to 

follow his commands; to walk his Way of love. 

This Thursday we will celebrate the Ascension – when Jesus returned to his 

Father to send the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. As we, like the 10 disciples, are 

locked down and waiting – let us pray for a renewed awareness of the 

Paraclete, the Comforter, the counsellor…. ‘Come, Holy Spirit’. If you don’t yet 

know Jesus as your Lord and your God, I encourage you to get in touch with us 

at the end of this service (details will appear on the screen)', so we can help 

you and pray with you. 

So let us pray now…. (the words will appear on your screen if you wish to join)  

‘Risen Lord Jesus, your commands are simple but hard – to love others as you 

have loved me, to give generously, to forgive as I am forgiven… not to judge or 

condemn. I want to obey, but I need your help, your counsel, your comfort and 

strength. Grant me your Spirit… that I may see you more clearly, love you more 

dearly and follow you more nearly day by day.’  Amen. 

 

 

 


